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2nd INTERPOL – UNEP International Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement Conference Structure 

Day 1: 16 November 2015 

Time Subject 

08.30 – 09.30 Registration  

09.30 – 10.10 Opening ceremony of the Conference:  

 Host Organizations  

 Keynote Speakers 
10.10 – 10.45  Implementation of 2013 UNEP-INTERPOL Environmental Compliance and 

Enforcement Conference 
10.45 – 11.00 Coffee Break 

11.00 – 12.30 Sustainable Development Goals and Effective Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement:  Building and strengthening institutions 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch 

13.30 – 15.00 International cooperation on climate legislation: Enhancing enforcement 
capabilities 

15.00 – 15.15 Coffee Break 

15.15 – 17.00 Vibrant Networks and Capacity Development 

17.00 – 17.30 Summary of the day - Outcomes 

17.30 – 20.00  Cocktail – INTERPOL Environmental Security and United Nations Environment 
Programme 

 

Day 2: 17 November 2015 
Time Subject 

09.00 – 10.45 Wildlife and Forestry Crime 

10.45 – 11.00 Coffee Break 

11.00 – 12.30 Waste management vulnerabilities and law enforcement interventions 

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch 

13.30 – 15.00 Fisheries Crime 

15.00 – 15.15 Coffee Break 

15.15 – 16.45 Investigations and Intelligence 

16.45 – 17.30 Presentation of the ECEC Advisory Board Candidates 
Adoption of the Conference Outcomes 

 

2nd Meeting of the INTERPOL Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement Committee (ECEC) 

CLOSED MEETING Day 3: 18 November 2015 
Time Subject 

09.30 – 17.00 ECEC Strategy Planning and elections 
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Executive Director 

INTERPOL Global Complex for 
Innovation 
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Minister of Environmental Affairs 
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Minister of Marine Affairs and Fisheries 
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INTERPOL Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Committee 

(ECEC) Advisory Board 

CHAIRMAN 

David Jordan 
Director of Operations 
Environment Agency, U.K  

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Bruno Manin 
Chef d'office, Office central de lutte contre les atteintes à 
l'environnement et à la sante publique 
Gendarmerie Nationale, France 
 

 

 

Members 

Gord Owen 
Chief Enforcement Officer 
Enforcement Branch,  
Environment Canada 

 
Roel Willekens  
Chief Superintendant Police  
Programme Manager Environmental Crime  
Netherlands 

 
Rui Fernando Batista Moura 
Major General/Training and Doctrine Commander 
Guarda Nacional Republicana (GNR) – Portugal 

 
Frances Craigie 
Environmental Management Inspector, Chief Director 
Enforcement 
Department of Environmental Affairs, South Africa 

 

Matchonnawè Hubert Bakai  
Chef de Cabinet 
Haut conseil pour la mer 
Presidence de la Republique 
Togo 
  

Lawrence Chidi Anukam 
Director General 
National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement 
Agency {NESREA}, Nigeria 

 



 

   

 

 

Implementation of 2013 UNEP-INTERPOL Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement Conference Action Points 
Monday 16 November, 10.10 – 10.45 
 

From 4 to 8 November 2013, member countries demonstrated their continued 
commitment to the fight against environmental crime at the INTERPOL Environmental 
Compliance and Enforcement Events in Nairobi. The week-long events took place at the 
United Nations Office at Nairobi, Kenya and cemented the engagement by INTERPOL in the 
field of environmental law enforcement internationally. These events brought together 
approximately 500 officials from 75 countries and senior representatives of 
Intergovernmental and Non-Governmental Organizations. 
 
The events stressed the international community’s shared responsibility to remain engaged 
in the fight against national and transnational environment crime. 
 
An outcome document was drafted from the conference, setting out the insights and views 
express by the speakers and participants. This document also outlined the following four 
recommended actions points for INTERPOL and UNEP member countries: 
 

 Action Point 1: National Environmental Security Task Force (NEST) 

 Action Point 2: Intergovernmental Environmental Security Task Force 

 Action Point 3: Intelligence analysts and investigators network 

 Action Point 4: International capacity Building Platform 
 
Chair: 

David Jordan 
Chair 
INTERPOL ECEC Advisory Board 

 
 
Speakers:  

David Higgins 
Assistant Director 
Environmental Security Sub-Directorate 
INTERPOL 
 

 
Kaveh Zahedi 
Director 
UNEP 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific  
  

 
 
 

  



  
 

 

   
 

Sustainable Development Goals and Effective Environmental Compliance 
and Enforcement:  Building and strengthening institutions 
Monday 16 November, 11.00 – 12.30 
 
Environmental crimes and conflicts over natural resources exacerbate the ever increasing environmental 
pressures with far reaching economic and social consequences including poverty and social inequalities. Some 
forms of these crimes such as the illegal exploitation of natural resources has also been linked to various 
forms of organized crimes, illicit arms flows and threat finance. The scale of these crimes has caught the 
attention of the global community with the UN General Assembly on 31 July 2015 adopting a resolution 
(A/RES/69/314) expressing its Concern about the increasing scale of poaching and illegal trade in wildlife and 
wildlife products and its adverse economic, social and environmental impacts. Member states have therefore 
been encouraged to adopt effective measures to prevent and counter the serious problem of crimes that 
have an impact on the environment. In addition countries have also been urged to take decisive steps at the 
national level to prevent, combat and eradicate the illegal trade in wildlife, on both the supply and demand 
sides, including by strengthening the legislation necessary for the prevention, investigation and prosecution of 
such illegal trade as well as strengthening enforcement and criminal justice responses, in accordance with 
national legislation and international law.  
 
The suggested measures are in line with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which inter alia seek to 
promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and 
build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. In relation to environmental crime, the 
achievement of this goal will require the environmental crime enforcement community to put in place 
measures that promote the rule of law at the national and international levels, and ensure equal access to 
justice for all; significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen recovery and return of stolen 
assets, and combat all forms of organized crime; substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all its forms; 
develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels; ensure responsive, inclusive, 
participatory and representative decision-making at all levels; strengthen relevant national institutions, 
including through international cooperation, for building capacities at all levels, for preventing violence and 
combating environmental crime and; promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for 
sustainable development. The enforcement community will therefore exchange experiences and discuss 
innovative ways through which countries can build and strengthen effective, accountable and inclusive 
investigative, prosecutorial and adjudicative institutions to combat environmental crime. 

 
Chair: 

Priyalal Kurukulasuriya 
Director  
Directorate of Research, Training and 
Information 
Centre for Environmental Research, Training 
and Information 

 

 
Speakers:  

Anga R Timilsina  
Programme Manager  
Global Anti-corruption Initiative (GAIN)  
Bureau for Policy and Programme Support  
United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) 
 

 

Matchonnawè Hubert Bakai  
Chef de Cabinet 
Haut conseil pour la mer 
Presidence de la Republique 
Togo 
  

 



  
 

 

   
 

International cooperation on climate legislation: Enhancing enforcement capabilities  
Monday 16 November, 13.30 – 15.00 
 
The issue of climate change has been labelled as a threat to international peace and security by the 
UN Security Council, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, and as a ‘threat multiplier’ by the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Executive Director Achim Steiner, demonstrating the 
need to involve law enforcement authorities in climate governance. Moreover, The illegal trade in 
ozone depleting substances and other environmentally sensitive substances and criminal activities 
related to carbon trade do not only contribute to climate change, but are also linked to crossover 
crimes such as fraud, tax evasion, money laundering, cybercrime and identity theft. 
 
It is therefore imperative that adequate mechanisms are put in place to effectively enforce climate 
related legislation including mechanisms taking into account secure information exchange between 
countries, the analysis of criminal intelligence and the identification of entities involved in illegal 
activities; strengthening the capabilities of environmental law enforcement authorities; enhancing 
cooperation among member countries and maintaining a global and vibrant network of experts. 
 
If fully implemented, it is hoped that these measures will lead to an increased understanding of the 
violations, administrative and criminal offences and serious crimes associated with climate change; 
enhanced information sharing between enforcement authorities, analysis and intelligence-led  
inspections and investigations, further contributing to improved operational and strategic 
intelligence reports; Enhanced capacity for targeted inspections; Better allocation of resources 
where there is a known threat; The development of a curriculum to enhance the detection, 
investigation and prosecution of climate related crimes; Improved collaboration between 
authorities at all levels and; Raising the impact of international law enforcement investigations and 
operations aimed at disrupting illegal activities. 
 
Chair: 

Speaker to be announced  
 
Speakers:  

Gilbert M. Bankobeza  
Chief, Legal Affairs and Compliance 
Ozone Secretariat, UNEP 
 

 

Maria Socorro Manguiat 
Secretary to the Compliance Committee of the 
Kyoto Protocol 
 

 
 
 

  



  
 

 

   
 

 

Vibrant Networks and Capacity Development  
Monday 16 November, 15.15 – 17.00 
 
Environmental crime is becoming increasingly organized, whether perpetrated by offenders acting 
alone, in small groups, or as part of large organised crime syndicates.  Environmental crimes occur 
within national, regional or global contexts, an aspect further complicated when the environmental 
crime involves other cross-over crimes such as fraud, theft, money laundering and various forms of 
trafficking. 
 
In an effort to respond more quickly, effectively and comprehensively, law enforcement agencies 
have increasingly begun to communicate, cooperate and ultimately partner with other policing, 
enforcement, and regulatory agencies.  This cooperation has largely occurred through networks, 
whether enforcement networks (mainly involving police and customs agencies) or environmental 
enforcement networks (mainly involving environmental protection agencies). 
 
Irrespective of how these networks were established, have grown or may have changed shape and 
focus – simply put the central purpose of networks has been to develop, build, and share capacity 
so that environmental crime can be tackled more effectively. These networks have become the 
primary mechanism through which capacity is built and disseminated.  As a result, it is no longer 
enough that these network merely exist, they must be vibrant. 
 
They must also, where possible, be inclusive and facilitate work within and across law enforcement 
agencies, governmental entities, non-governmental organizations, international organizations, and 
the private sector. This is necessary given that environmental crime has an increasingly direct effect 
on issues of an economic, social, and sustainability nature. 
 
This panel will hear from experts on their insights on how networks are endeavouring to be vibrant 
and add tangible value and benefits across the various disciplines, commodities and sectors 
involved in environmental crime. 
 
Chair: 

Grant Pink 
Adjunct Research Fellow 
University of New England 

 
Speakers:  

Tony Circelli 
Chair 
Australasian Environmental Law Enforcement and 
Regulators network (AELERT) 
  
Frances Craigie 
Environmental Management Inspector 
Chief Director Enforcement 
Department of Environmental Affairs, South Africa 

 
Calum MacDonald 
Executive Director - Chair of the Scottish 
Environmental Crime Task Force  
Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
United Kingdom  

 



  
 

 

   
 

Wildlife and Forestry Crime 
Tuesday 17 November, 09.00 – 10.45 
 
The numbers of cases of wildlife and forestry crime continue to climb, despite an increase in 
international awareness and financial support pledged by many countries and organizations around 
the world. The steady rise of consumer demand contributes to these problems through cultural 
traditions, and a lack of knowledge and education on the consequences of these illicit activities, 
such as depleting natural resources and contributing to species endangerment. Consequently, it is 
important for law enforcement to collaborate with public and private entities to communicate 
these consequences to the general public. It is also important for law enforcement to play an active 
role in identifying past successes and incentives that have inspired a positive change in demand, and 
begin to incorporate them into their daily activities. 
 
Adversely, suppliers turn to these illegal activities to appease demand and because of the low-risk, 
high-reward nature of the problem. The large, expansive spatial component of these crimes, 
combined with a lack of resources and weak legislative penalties, makes it increasingly difficult for 
law enforcement to monitor and enforce. This in turn leads to a loss of natural resources, and a loss 
of tax revenues for governments and economic opportunities for local communities, contributing to 
sustainability and poverty problems. It is important for law enforcement to develop innovative 
solutions and preventative measures to curb the supply of illicit wildlife and forest products. 
Concurrently, governments must prioritize wildlife and forestry crime in their national agendas, 
strengthening weak legislation and punishment, and ensure private sector collaboration, to support 
the intervention of law enforcement across the entire supply chain of these commodities. 
 
Chair: 

Claudia McMurray 
Senior Counsellor 
HRH The Prince of Wales' International 
Sustainability Unit 
 

 
Speakers:  

John Scanlon 
Secretary General 
CITES 

 
Azzedine Downes 
Chief Executive Officer 
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) 
 

 
Crawford Allan  
Senior Programme Director 
Wildlife Crime and Illegal Trade 
TRAFFIC 
 

 
Deborah Harris 
Chief of the Environmental Crimes Section 
Department of Justice  
United States of America 

 
  

 



  
 

 

   
 

Waste management vulnerabilities and law enforcement interventions 
Tuesday 17 November, 11.00 – 12.30 
 
The illegal trade and disposal of waste threatens the quality of our natural environment and poses a 
significant risk to human health. This illicit trade undermines international conventions, undercuts 
legitimate treatment facilities and permits the loss of recoverable natural resources, threatening 
long-term economic sustainability and national stability. 
 
It is important for law enforcement to work closely with other governmental agencies and the 
private sector to ensure the management of waste follows international conventions and national 
regulations. Depending on the type of waste, certain streams can carry economic value – through 
recycling or extraction of reusable materials – while others carry an inherent cost, requiring 
specialized disposal. The trade in waste therefore represents an important economic market. 
However, it must be monitored and managed to ensure that the demand does not promote parallel 
illegal activities, which allow operators to generate additional profits and/or avoid environmental 
safeguards. This may not only cause problems for local businesses who have set up their activities 
to adhere to existing regulations, but may also have consequences at a regional level, countering 
sustainable development goals such as the promotion of a circular economy. Furthermore, illegal 
activities related to waste may lead to environmental degradation, as responsible authorities lose 
the ability to monitor the destination of the waste once it has been removed from an established 
management system. Mishandled waste can affect the quality of our air, water and soil, through for 
example dumping and burning.  
 
Waste can exit regulated streams at any point between collection and final disposal; therefore, law 
enforcement must be involved in monitoring and enforcing throughout the entire supply chain. 
 
Chair: 

Lawrence Chidi Anukam 
Director General 
National Environmental Standards and Regulations 
Enforcement Agency (NESREA) 
Nigeria 
  

Speakers: 
Rolph Payet 
Executive Secretary 
Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions 

 
Brigadier Bassam Abidah  
Director, Royal Department for Environmental 
Protection Jordan 
 

 
Chris Dijkens 
Vice - Chair  
European Union Network for the Implementation 
and Enforcement of Environmental Law (IMPEL) 
  
George Burgess 
Head of the Environmental Quality Division 
Scottish Government 
United Kingdom  

  



  
 

 

   
 

Fisheries Crime 
Tuesday 17 November, 13.30 – 15.00 
 
The global demand for seafood continues to grow and it is universally acknowledged that it is both 
economically and environmentally vital to rebuild overfished stocks and then manage them 
sustainably. Fish protein, the fish catching and processing sectors, and ecologically sensitive marine 
based tourism are a significant component of food security and GDP especially in coastal 
communities and in developing countries.  A major threat to sustainable development objectives 
arises from the existence of transnational and organized criminal networks engaged not only in 
fisheries crime, but in well recognized criminal behavior such as fraud, conspiracy, bribery and 
money laundering which serve to turn the illegally caught fish into criminal profits. In a typical case 
the beneficial owners incorporate their companies offshore, fly a flag of convenience and fish 
illegally in a coastal state waters with weak monitoring control and surveillance. When 
apprehended the vessels frequently abscond, switch flags and vessel identities and move on to 
other states undetected. Their products are caught in the waters of one state, landed in another 
state, often for processing, and are then exported to the market state. Highly nomadic fleets and 
the complex nature of truly global business models in fisheries sector supply chains makes 
enforcement next to impossible without regional and trans-global cooperation. 
 
At its worst fisheries crime can seriously undermine national prosperity agendas with adverse 
humanitarian and potentially destabilizing consequences. Furthermore when fisheries crime is 
combined with pre-existing security threats from human trafficking, fuel theft or smuggling, and 
drugs and arms trafficking by sea, it can be part of a national and regional maritime security 
problem.  
 
Chair: 

Tony Long 
Director General Pew's Ending Illegal fishing 
campaign 
PEW Charitable Trusts 
 

 
 
Speakers:  

Susi Pudjiastuti 
Minister of Marine Affairs and Fisheries 
Indonesia  
 

 
Bamouni Somolou Stanislass Baba 
Minister 
President Advisor for Maritime Affairs 
Togo 
 

 
Randy Jenkins 
Director, National Fisheries Intelligence Service 
Conservation and Protection 
Canada 
  
D. Miguel Angel Navarro Portera 
Ambassador of Spain to Singapore 
 

 

 

  



  
 

 

   
 

Investigations and Intelligence  
Tuesday 17 November, 15.15 – 16.45 
 
The organized, complex and transnational nature of environmental crime demands that 
investigators in environmental and law enforcement agencies employ advanced, intelligence-led 
methods of investigation. Investigators need to leverage the full range of techniques and 
capabilities available to them during an investigation, by recognising when these techniques can 
assist as well as their specific benefits, limitations and evidential value. Cyber enquiries, forensic 
extraction of digital information from portable devices, analysis of telephone call records and DNA 
analysis of seized wildlife products are all techniques that can have intelligence or evidential value 
to an investigator by demonstrating links between individuals, locations, commodities, assets and 
activities. Identifying and following these links, based on the available information, is what makes 
an investigation intelligence-led. Intelligence-led investigations are more focused, make a better use 
of existing (and always limited) resources, and are ultimately more effective. 
 
Seizures and arrests are important and necessary elements of enforcement activity, but the law 
enforcement response must go beyond this to identify and apprehend the financiers and 
beneficiaries of this crime. Low level criminals are more easily replaceable, and removing them 
often does little to disrupt or dismantle a structured, organized criminal group. Through sound 
investigative work and full exploitation of all available intelligence, seizures and arrests must be 
traced upstream to those who direct and benefit from the criminality. A shift in mind-set is needed 
from “Seizure made, job done” to “Seizure made, job just begun”. 
 
Chair: 

J. Chris Warrener 
Deputy Assistant Director  
Criminal Investigative Division 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)  
United States of America   

 
Speakers: 

Maria Helena Fazenda 
Secretária-Geral 
Sistema de Segurança Interna  
Portugal 
  
Hemant Malla 
Deputy Inspector General of Police 
Head of Crime Investigation Bureau 
Nepal 
 

 
Emilio N. Mugo 
Director 
Kenya Forest Service 
Kenya 
 

 

Tilotama Varma 
Additional Director  
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
India  
 

 

 

  



  
 

 

   
 

Outcome document ECE Events 2013 

 

 

 

 

1ST INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE 
Nairobi, Kenya, 6 November 2013 

Conclusion1 

Crimes and other violations of environmental law undermine the achievement of all dimensions of 
sustainable development and environmental sustainability. They result in economic loss; threaten 
food security and livelihoods in severely affected regions; as well as good governance, peace and the 
rule of law, particularly in developing countries. Environmental crime is increasingly committed by 
organized crime networks and is linked to other forms of serious crimes and illicit activities. It is a 
transnational and sophisticated form of crime, and can only be effectively tackled through the unified 
efforts of the international community, national police and law enforcement agencies, and civil 
society.  
 
To support environmental compliance and law enforcement at all levels, and to further strengthen 
effective collaboration in combatting crimes and other violations of environmental law, it is 
necessary to: 
 
1. Take immediate, decisive and collective action to narrow the gap between commitments, such 

as the ones expressed in multilateral environmental agreements, and compliance through national 

implementation and law enforcement;  

 
2. Emphasize environmental rule of law as essential for achieving sustainable development 

combined with clear goals for a reduction in the most serious violations of environmental law and a 

strengthening of the entire chain of enforcement to effectively tackle the current compliance gap; 

 
3. Encourage a stronger relationship between UNEP, as the principal body of the UN on 

environment, and INTERPOL, as the largest international law enforcement organization, to create 

synergies between global environmental policy and law enforcement communities; 

 
4. Enhance knowledge of causes and facilitators of environmental crime and its impact on 

security and sustainable development through, among others, joint assessments and studies 

conducted by UNEP and INTERPOL; 

 
5. Develop and improve prevention strategies through, among others, transparency and anti-

corruption measures, demand reduction, and crime deterrence;  

 
6. Strengthen and improve environmental institutions and laws by supporting national 

                                                           
1 This document sets out the insights and views expressed by the participants of the International Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement Conference. It is not a negotiated document, but rather a reflection of the broad perspectives and thinking of the 
participants that does not necessarily represent country or institutional positions or consensus on all issues. 



  
 

 

   
 

governments in the development and implementation of environmental rule of law, including 

criminal, civil and administrative law enforcement; 

 
7. Promote increased inter-agency cooperation and collaboration to ensure timely and secure 
quality information and intelligence exchange between police and law enforcement communities 
nationally and internationally;  
 
8. Enhance capacity building initiatives, through training and technology transfer, to ensure 

improved environmental compliance and law enforcement; 

 
9. Mobilise and increase financial assistance and technical expertise to enable countries, 

particularly developing countries, to effectively implement and ensure compliance with and 

enforcement of environmental obligations; 

 
10. Improve coherence and coordination, while avoiding duplication, between relevant United 

Nations bodies and other international organizations working to promote environmental compliance 

and enforcement; 

 
11. Invite the United Nations Environment Assembly and the INTERPOL General Assembly in 2014 

to initiate a debate on the issue, given the serious implications of the illegal activities debated here 

today in Nairobi, Kenya, for environmental sustainability, sustainable development, and security 

overall. 

 
12. Action Points: 

 
(a) National Environmental Security Task Force (NEST): To promote a multidisciplinary 

approach for collaboration, communication and cooperation to address obstacles and 

opportunities at all levels; 

 
(b) Information & Intelligence Assessment/Analysis: To facilitate intelligence and 

assessments to identify threats, transfer information, support investigations and extend current 

databases into other related crime areas; 

 
(c) International Capacity Building Platform: To operationalize an international or 

regional capacity-building platform to facilitate the effective delivery of capacity development 

initiatives, materials and activities;  

 
(d) International Environmental Security Task Force: To establish an international task 

force to harmonize approaches for addressing environmental crimes, strengthening 

legislative/legal framework, connecting countries and fostering inter-agency communication. 

 
Further information about each one of the action points can be found here. 
 

  

http://www.interpol.int/Media/Files/Crime-areas/Environmental-crime/Meetings/International-Chiefs-of-Environmental-Compliance-and-Enforcement-201203/Environmental-Compliance-and-Enforcement-Committee,-Meeting-and-Events-–-Final-Report


  
 

 

   
 

2014 INTERPOL General Assembly Resolution No. 3 
AG-2014-RES-03 

 
Subject: INTERPOL response to emerging threats in Environmental Security 
 
The ICPO-INTERPOL General Assembly, meeting in Monaco from 3 to 7 November 2014 at its 
83rd session: 
 
BEARING IN MIND the previous resolutions regarding environmental security issues: 
 

 AGN/61/RES/12, deciding that an Environmental Crime Working Party under INTERPOL’s 
auspices be set up, 

 

 AGN/62/RES/5, encouraging member countries to set up a special police department to  
deal with law enforcement, investigations and statistics relating to environmental crime, 

 

 AGN/62/RES/6, urging member countries to ensure that measures were taken to control 
trade in, possession of, and illicit traffic in species of wild fauna and flora,  

 

 AGN/63/RES/12, requesting National Central Bureaus to report all international 
environmental crime cases and share to the greatest extent possible such information 
with each other and the General Secretariat, 

 

 AGN/65/RES/25, asking the National Central Bureaus to set up a national working party 
on problems of waste, 

 

 AG-2010-RES-03, urging member countries and partner organizations to support 
INTERPOL by making voluntary financial contributions or by seconding specialized 
personnel, and urging the National Central Bureaus to connect with the responsible 
national agencies and encourage their involvement and support, 

 
DEEPLY CONCERNED about environmental security, considering the impact that environmental 
crime and violations can have on a nation’s political stability, environmental quality, its natural 
resources, biodiversity, economy and human life, 
 
CONVINCED that organized criminal networks engaged in financial crime, fraud, corruption, illicit 
trade and human trafficking are also engaged in or facilitating environmental 
crime, 
  



  
 

 

   
 

RECOGNIZING the role of law enforcement in ensuring environmental security nationally, 
regionally and internationally, 
 
CONVINCED that international law enforcement cooperation is essential to guarantee 
environmental security and that INTERPOL, as the largest international police organization, 
should play a leading role in supporting the global environmental security efforts, 
 
URGES member countries to: 
 

 Raise awareness among law enforcement authorities, including INTERPOL National 
Central Bureaus, of environmental crimes and violations, their causes and their impact 
on national security; 

 

 Develop concepts and tools in response to current and emerging threats, such as the 
National Environmental Security Taskforce (NEST); 

 

 Engage in the activities of the Environmental Crime Working Party, known as the 
Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Committee; 

 

 Ensure that, to the maximum extent possible, relevant police information gathered in 
the framework of investigations and operations is transmitted to the General Secretariat 
for inclusion in INTERPOL’s global police databases; 

 
TASKS the General Secretariat to: 
 

 Establish regional environmental security task forces to consider the complexity and 
diversity of environmental crime and encompass disciplines such as wildlife, pollution, 
fisheries, forestry, natural resources and climate change, and invites National Central 
Bureaus and other agencies to participate; 

 

 Promote the establishment of a forum for the intergovernmental community to consider 
its responses to environmental security threats; 

 
URGES member countries to fully utilize INTERPOL’s operational tools and services in their 
efforts targeting environmental crime. 
 
Approved 

  



  
 

 

   
 

Resolutions and decisions adopted by the United Nations 
Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment 

Programme at its first session on 27 June 2014 
RES 1/3 

 
Subject: Illegal trade in wildlife 
 

The United Nations Environment Assembly, 
 

Deeply concerned about the increasing scale of illegal trade in wildlife and its products, 
including forest products, including timber, and marine species, and its adverse economic, social 
and environmental impacts, 
 

Recognizing that illegal trade in wildlife and its adverse impacts contributes to damage to 
ecosystems and rural livelihoods, undermines good governance and the rule of law and 
threatens national security and has a negative impact on sustainable utilization, including 
ecotourism and wildlife-based tourism, 
 

Recognizing also the role of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora as the principal international instrument for ensuring that 
international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival, and 
acknowledging the role of other conventions in the area, such as the Convention on Migratory 
Species, 
 

Recalling paragraph 203 of the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we want”,1 in which it was recognized that firm 
and strengthened action needs to be taken on both the supply and demand sides, taking into 
account the role of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora, 
 

Recalling also Governing Council decision 27/9 on advancing justice, governance and law 
for environmental sustainability, in which the Council noted, inter alia, that offences against the 
environment, in particular illegal trade in wildlife, including timber, are increasingly committed 
by organized criminal groups and recalled that international cooperation at all levels in 
accordance with international law, while respecting national jurisdictions, contributes to 
combating those offences more effectively, 
 

Reaffirming Economic and Social Council resolution 2013/40 on crime prevention and 
criminal justice responses to illicit trafficking in protected species of wild fauna and flora, in 
which the Council encouraged Member States to make illicit trafficking in protected species of 
wild fauna and flora involving organized criminal groups a serious crime, as defined in article 2, 
paragraph (b), of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, 
 

Reaffirming also resolution 23/1 of the United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice on strengthening a targeted crime prevention and criminal justice response 
to combat illicit trafficking in forest products, including timber, which encourages member States 
to make illicit trafficking in forest products, including timber, involving organized criminal groups 
a serious crime, as defined in article 2, paragraph (b), of the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime, where appropriate, 
 



  
 

 

   
 

Reaffirming further General Assembly resolution 68/193, emphasizing that coordinated 
action is critical to eliminate corruption and disrupt the illicit networks that drive and enable 
trafficking in wildlife, timber and timber products, harvested in contravention of national laws, 
 

Welcoming the outcome of the twenty-second session of the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice, which encouraged the integration and coordination of efforts by 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and member States in the field of crime 
prevention and criminal justice to deal effectively with the challenge posed by emerging crimes 
that have a significant impact on the environment, 
 

Welcoming also the commitments made by the ministers of tourism of Africa, the 
Secretary General of the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and the representatives of 
relevant national and international organizations at the African Tourism Ministers Meeting on 
Anti-Poaching held in Berlin on 6 March 2014, 
 

Welcoming further the conferences on illegal wildlife trade held in Gaborone, Paris and 
London, among others, 
 

Stressing the need to maintain the political momentum generated through those and 
other high-level international and regional initiatives, 
 

Welcoming the adoption of the African Elephant Action Plan as a framework for the 
conservation and management of the African elephant across the species range and the 
subsequent establishment the African Elephant Fund under the administration of the United 
Nations Environment Programme as a funding mechanism towards the implementation of the 
Action Plan, 
 

Welcoming also the creation of the International Consortium on Combating Wildlife 
Crime, which includes the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the secretariat of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, the 
International Criminal Police Organization, the World Customs Organization and the World Bank, 
as an important collaborative effort to strengthen enforcement, 
 

Acknowledging the value of relevant United Nations Environment Programme activities 
for international efforts to combat illegal trade in wildlife more effectively, such as, but not 
limited to, the Green Customs Initiative, and the work of United Nations Environment 
Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre, and as a partner in the Collaborative 
Partnership on Sustainable Wildlife Management and the Global Forest Watch initiative, 
 

Acknowledging also the crucial role played by Governments and all relevant 
stakeholders, including indigenous and local communities, civil society and the private sector, in 
combating illegal trade in wildlife, 
 

1. Affirms its strong determination to prevent, combat and eradicate the illegal 
trade in 
wildlife and wildlife products, including timber and marine species, globally; 
 

2. Strongly encourages member States and regional economic integration 
organizations to: 
 

(a) Implement their commitments to fighting illegal trade in wildlife already taken in 
other forums; 



  
 

 

   
 

 
(b) Provide leadership and mobilize resources, including for the African Elephant 

Fund and other wildlife-related funding mechanisms for strengthening the fight against the 
illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife products, in particular by making sure that the evidence on 
the trends and extent of the illegal trade, and action being taken, is robust and up to date; 
 

(c) Take targeted action to eradicate the supply and transit of and the demand for 
illegal wildlife products, including by raising awareness of illegal trade in wildlife and its impacts 
while respecting and protecting the legal and sustainable trade in wildlife products; 
 

(d) Support work to reinforce the legal framework, including through deterrent 
measures, where necessary, and to strengthen capacity throughout the entire enforcement 
chain; 
 

(e) Promote at all levels cross-agency cooperation to tackle the environmental, 
economic, social and security dimensions of the illegal trade in wildlife and their products; 
 

(f) Initiate and promote action to further strengthen regional and international 
cooperation between source, transit and destination countries, including through additional 
support to wildlife law-enforcement networks; 
 

(g) Promote and implement policies of zero tolerance towards all illegal activities, 
including corruption associated with the illegal trade in wildlife; 
 

(h) Support the development of sustainable and alternative livelihoods for 
communities affected by the illegal trade in wildlife and its adverse impacts with the full 
engagement of the communities in and adjacent to wildlife habitats as active partners in 
conservation and sustainable use, enhancing communities’ rights and capacity to manage and 
benefit from wildlife and wilderness; 
 

(i) Enhance cooperation for the timely and cost-efficient repatriation of live illegally 
traded wildlife, including eggs, as called for by the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora;2 

 
3. Urges parties to effectively implement their obligations under Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora as well as other relevant 
multilateral agreements, acknowledging that the International Consortium on Combating 
Wildlife Crime, which includes the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the Convention 
secretariat, the International Criminal Police Organization, the World Customs Organization and 
the World Bank, and other relevant international organizations can provide valuable assistance 
in that regard; 

 
4. Urges all those engaged in efforts to combat illegal trade in wildlife to promote 

synergies, cooperation and coordination and avoid duplication; 
 
5. Calls upon the General Assembly to consider the issue of illegal wildlife trade at 

its sixty-ninth session; 
6. Stresses, in the light of the negative impact of wildlife trafficking on sustainable 

development, the importance of addressing the issue in the context of the post-2015 
development framework; 

                                                           
2 Article VIII, para. 4 (b), and resolution Conf. 10.7 (Rev. CoP15). 



  
 

 

   
 

 
7. Underlines the importance of keeping the issue of illegal trade in wildlife and 

wildlife products on the international agenda; 
 
8. Urges all countries, within their capabilities, to assign and mobilize resources to 

combat illegal trade in wildlife in accordance with their national policies, priorities, plans and 
programmes, noting that such resources may include domestic funding through relevant 
policies, development strategies and national budgets, and bilateral and multilateral funding, as 
well as private sector involvement, and encourages donors and others in a position to do so, on 
an urgent basis, to mobilize and provide financial resources and assistance to support the efforts 
of developing countries to address illegal trade in wildlife, especially to create and strengthen 
national capacities; 

 
9. Calls upon all countries to actively engage in and/or support on-the-ground-

based activities on the part of International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Crime members 
to strengthen the capacity and effectiveness of local enforcers and improve national and 
international cooperation; 

 
10. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme: 
 
(a) To provide, by the second session of the United Nations Environment Assembly, 

an analysis of the environmental impacts of illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife products; 
 
(b) To continue and to reinforce the relevant activities of the United Nations 

Environment Programme in collaboration with member States and other relevant international, 
regional and national actors, to raise awareness about the problems and the risks associated 
with the supply and transit of and demand for illegal wildlife products; 

 
(c) To work closely with the International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Crime, 

the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Secretary-General’s Rule of 
Law Coordination and Resource Group, notably with regard to core areas of United Nations 
Environment Programme expertise, such as environmental aspects of the rule of law, judicial 
training and information exchange about judicial decisions and practices; 

 
(d) To continue to support national Governments, upon their request, to develop 

and implement the environmental rule of law, and in that context to continue its efforts to fight 
the illegal wildlife trade and to continue to promote actions, including through capacity-building; 

 
(e) To take a proactive role in United Nations Environment Programme 

administration of the African Elephant Fund to ensure its contribution to the implementation of 
the African Elephant Action Plan; 

 
(f) To report on the implementation of the activities listed in paragraph 10 (a)–(e) to 

be discussed at the second session of the United Nations Environment Assembly; 
 

11. Decides to remain seized of the matter 

  



  
 

 

   
 

Other INTERPOL ECEC Specialized Crime Working Group Meetings 
2015: 

4th Meeting of the Fisheries Crime Working Group 

Cape Town, South Africa, 14-16 October 2015 
20th Meeting of the Pollution Crime Working Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 Nimes, France, 9-11 November 2015 

26th Meeting of the Wildlife Crime Working Group 
(and its Sub-Group on Forest Crime) 

 
                                                   Singapore, 23-27 November 2015 

  



  
 

 

   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SPONSORS 
 

 


