
1.Hello everyone. Thank you for joining Biodiversity Finance MOOC flight to India.  

2. We will shortly be arriving at the Ranthambore National Park where we will be 

exploring how biodiversity conservation and sustainable development go hand in hand. I 

am a frequent visitor and can guarantee a few surprises and of course close encounters 

with its most famous residents – the tigers!   

3. Before we start, some history! In the years when the Maharajahs of Jaipur reigned, 

Ranthambore was a famous hunting reserve.  

With India’s independence and the decline of the Maharajahs, unregulated hunting 

surged.  Ranthambhore’s tiger population declined to such a dramatic extent that 

before the onset of Project Tiger in 1973, there were only around 14 tigers left in the 

park.  

Though the tiger population has been a victim of rampant poaching over the last several 

decades, it has rebounded and at least 97 individual known tigers now exist within the 

park today, and it is arguably the most popular tiger reserve in India.  

Jhumroo, the big male Tiger is still living his splendid life at 16 years. 16 years is an 

impressive achievement in today’s troubled ‘tiger times’ and testifies to the excellent 

management of the area.  

I will never forget my first encounter! It left me awed, breathless. A wonderful 

experience indeed.   

 

 4. There are no fences in Ranthambore and tigers are free to come and go.  39,000 ha 

park is surrounded by villages.  This makes working with villagers critical for protection 

of tiger.   

Let me introduce you to the Village Wildlife Volunteers.  Backed by the Forest 

Department this programmes is in full partnership with local communities. To keep their 

interest in the park and wildlife alive and also to improve their livelihoods, the 

volunteers are given a monthly honorarium ranging from 20 – 140 dollars depending on 

their experience.  

It is now five years since the programme started and the results are very encouraging. 

The amount of information generated by Village Wildlife Volunteers is phenomenal. 

These protectors of the region not only allow better monitoring of the tiger population 

but also lead to the arrest of poachers linked to illegal wildlife trade 



Village Wildlife Volunteers are far from a conventional community watch, although they 

do just that. They are trained in tracking wild animals, and in the use of camera traps, 

use of smartphones and most importantly the actions required to be taken in case of 

any human-wildlife conflicts. 

 

5. This is the neighbourhood they watch. The beauty of Ranthambore is a rich mixture of 

culture, history and nature.  

 

6. As the Tiger population grew exponentially, so did annual tourism revenue in the 

whole area -  park AND surrounding communities. 

This win win scenario clearly demonstrates that ecotourism can be a sustainable 

practice that can support financing for nature.   

The increased revenues can be used to tackle human-wildlife conflict and to improve 

management and protection of both tiger reserves and the areas adjacent and 

elsewhere in the country.  

The compensation rate for livestock killing has been doubled.  

Ranthambore Tiger Reserve is now totally self-sufficient and part of the revenue is used 

to support other reserves. 

 

7.  When we look at the total flow benefits from Ranthambore, it is around 128 million 

USD per year.  For every one dollar spent on management costs in the Tiger Reserve, 

benefits of 273 dollars are realized within and outside the tiger reserve.  

Five of the most valuable ecosystem services (apart from cash generation) that 
Ranthambore offers include  

- gene-pool protection  

- Provisioning of water to neighboring regions  

- Provisioning of habitat and refugia for a vast array of different wildlife  

- Generation of cycling of nutrients  

- Sequestration of carbon  

 

8. Despite the immense economic benefit derived from the existence of the park, why 
are tigers still disappearing?   



 

The world has lost 96% of its tiger population from the estimated 100,000 in 1900 to 
around 4,000 today.  The main causes of their disappearances are – habitat loss and 
fragmentation, poverty and high population density and killing and poaching.  

 

9.  Why tigers are crucial for India? 

 

Tigers serve as a flagship species, as their beauty, independence, size, strength and even 

the allure of danger and fearsome reputation mark them out as something rather 

special in the animal kingdom.  

Therefore they serve as a rallying point for people from all walks of life who are inspired 

to learn about nature and work to conserve the tiger and by proxy everything that 

shares the tiger’s world.   

Tiger can serve as an icon for sustainable development. In fact, we have been 

advocating that a healthy tiger or any big cat population should be an indicator for 

sustainable development.   

Protecting the tiger means protecting the entire ecosystem and its related ecosystem 

services including, flood prevention, provision of water, food, medicine, tourism and 

cultural benefits.  

 

10.  India is home to 70% of all tigers in the world.  The tiger number is expected to 

cross 3,000 this year. That is up from 2,226 in 2015.  

There are in total 50 tiger reserves in India, with 6 having been created in the last 5 

years alone.   

 

11.  Total value added of 6 selected tiger reserves to India’s economy is estimated at 23 

billion USD.  For every USD invested, 350 USD of ecosystem services are generated.  

Corbett Tiger Reserve along the border with Nepal in the north alone provides drinking 

water to the city of New Delhi with 25 million inhabitants  and irrigates about 600,000 

hectares . 

 

 



12.  I would like to end this journey with a quote from Prime Minister Modi of India.  

“Friends! Species belonging to the animal kingdom, usually do not act to their 

disadvantage. However, human beings are an exception.” 

Who in their right mind would not invest to get 350 % return on investment? 

Who would want to lose the vital natural world which sustains our lives? 

Who would want to eliminate the wild and majestic tiger, a creature that is so deeply 

ingrained in our tradition and culture and in our deep psyche. 

 

12. This story illustrates the importance of the 3 objectives of the CBD (conservation, 
sustainable use, ABS). 

 

13.  I hope that you have enjoyed your visit to India. Now, sit back and relax as we will 

shortly be departing for the rest of the MOOC! Have a safe and enjoyable journey!  

 

 


